Alleluia, Christ is Risen!

The first words of our Easter worship

Episcopal Church of the Epiphany
Easter Festival Eucharist
April 4, 2021, 10:30 am

We worship today according to the appointed order for Easter, beginning on
page 294 of the Book of Common Prayer. Congregational responses are in boldface type.

Our worship begins with the ringing of the bell.

Liturgy of the Word

Alleluia, Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten
Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious
resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy:
Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live
with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons (we sit)

The First Lesson — Acts 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I
truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord
of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of
the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name."

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,;
his mercy endures for ever.

Let Israel now proclaim,
"His mercy endures for ever."

The Lord is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.

There is a sound of exultation and victory
in the tents of the righteous:

""The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!
the right hand of the Lord is exalted!
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!"*

| shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the Lord.
The Lord has punished me sorely,
but he did not hand me over to death.



Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them;
I will offer thanks to the Lord.
""This is the gate of the Lord;
he who is righteous may enter."

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me
and have become my salvation.

The same stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.

This is the Lord's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes.
On this day the Lord has acted;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

The Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news
that | proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in
which also you stand, through which also you are being
saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to
you--unless you have come to believe in vain.

For | handed on to you as of first importance what | in turn
had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was
raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at
one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have
died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.
For | am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an
apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. But by the
grace of God | am what | am, and his grace toward me has
not been in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any
of them--though it was not I, but the grace of God that is
with me. Whether then it was | or they, so we proclaim and
so you have come to believe.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn — Hail Thee, Festival Day! (we sit)

Refrain: Hail thee, festival day!' Blest day that art hallowed
forever, day whereon Christ arose, breaking the kingdom of
death.

Lo, the fair beauty of earth, from the death of the winter
arising! Every good gift of the year now with its Master
returns. [Refrain]

Praise to the Giver of good! Thou Love who art author of
concord, pour out thy balm on our souls, order our ways in
thy peace. [Refrain]

The Gospel — John 20:1-18 (we stand)

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark,
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone
had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus
loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of
the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward
the tomb. The two were running together, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but
he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him,
and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.
Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also
went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.
Then the disciples returned to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she
bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at
the head and the other at the feet. They said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They
have taken away my Lord, and | do not know where they
have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it
was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?
Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away,
tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”
Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to
her, “Do not hold on to me, because | have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my
God and your God.”” Mary Magdalene went and announced
to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them
that he had said these things to her.

Sermon The Rev. Lee Lowery



The Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your
commitment to Jesus Christ?
I do.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in
the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall
into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of
God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your
neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and
respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit,
and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in
eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

The Prayers of the People (Form 1V, page 388, BCP) (we
stand or kneel.)

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant,
Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be
united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world. (Silence) Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the
ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another
and serve the common good. (Silence) Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation,
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others
and to your honor and glory. (Silence) Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant
that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as
he loves us. (Silence) Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or
spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and
bring them the joy of your salvation, especially Rice Jacobs,
Jayne Oniffrey, Tom and Laura Taylor, Andrus Love,
Bubba Pasley, and the others we now name. (Silence for us to
add our own petitions). Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your
will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may
share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. (Silence)
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant
that we your servants, who now live by faith, may with joy
behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even
Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

The Offertory

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember
that your brother has something against you, leave your gift
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and offer your gift.

Hymn — Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (we sit)

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! our triumphant holy day,
Alleluia! who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! suffer to
redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! unto Christ our
heavenly King, Alleluia! who endured the cross and grave,
Alleluia! sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!



The Holy Communion

Eucharistic Prayer D (page 372 BCP)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks;
for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light
inaccessible from before time and for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all
things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to
rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you
night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence,
they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and
giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you,
and glorify your Name, as we sing,

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We stand or knegl.

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty
works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your
own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all
your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from
you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might
find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with
you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for
salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of
time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of
us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good
news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful,
joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and,
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole
creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him
who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own
first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the
world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his
heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he
took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among the dead,
proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you,
from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we
praise you and we bless you.

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy
Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts,
sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your
holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the
Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become
one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the
praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic
Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its
unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed
Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all the saints who have found favor with
you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give
you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor
and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.



And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is
kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

After Communion, the people stand or kneel.
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously
accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into
the world in peace, and" grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Alleluia, Alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in
the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Following the service, please place your plate in the receptacle provided
in the narthex.

To read the bulletin on your tablet or smartphone, just click on the Word link in your weekly email message.

Serving at Epiphany this week:

Altar Guild: Lee Borden
Lay Reader: Laura Williams

And next:

Altar Guild: Suzy Wilson
Lay Reader: Amanda Borden




