For you never fail to help and govern those
whom you have set upon the sure foundation
of your loving-kindness.

From today’s Collect

Episcopal Church of the Epiphany
Third Sunday after Pentecost
Morning Prayer

June 21, 2020, 9:30 am

We worship today according to the appointed order for Morning Prayer, Rite Two, beginning on page 75
of the Book of Common Prayer and occasionally from Enriching Our Worship.
Congregational responses are in boldface type.

We will observe silence together to prepare for worship, which begins with
the ringing of the bell. We stand.

The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father
seeks to worship him.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

We stand or knegl.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all our sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter (we stand)

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen. Alleluia.

Jubilate — Psalm 100

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 (we remain standing)

Bow down your ear, O Lord, and answer me,
for I am poor and in misery.

Keep watch over my life, for I am faithful,
save your servant who puts his trust in you.

Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God,;
I call upon you all the day long.

Gladden the soul of your servant,

for to you, O Lord, 1 lift up my soul.

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving,

and great is your love toward all who call upon you.
Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer,

and attend to the voice of my supplications.

In the time of my trouble I will call upon you,

for you will answer me.

Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord,
nor anything like your works.

All nations you have made will come and worship you, O
Lord,

and glorify your Name.

For you are great;

you do wondrous things;

and you alone are God.

Turn to me and have mercy upon me;

give your strength to your servant;

and save the child of your handmaid.

Show me a sign of your favor,

so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed;
because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted
me.



The Lessons
Unless noted otherwise, we sit for each lesson and stand for each canticle.

The Old Testament Lesson — Genesis 21:8-21

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great
feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son
of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham,
playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out
this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave
woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” The matter
was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. But
God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the
boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to
you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring
shall be named for you. As for the son of the slave woman, |
will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.”
So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a
skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder,
along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and
wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under
one of the bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him
a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said,
“Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat
opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God
heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to
Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you,
Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the
boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with
your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” Then God
opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and
filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink.

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the
wilderness, and became an expert with the bow. He lived in
the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him
from the land of Egypt.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 11 — The Third Song of Isaiah

Arise, shine, for your light has come, *
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.

For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.

But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.

Nations will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.

Your gates will always be open; *
by day or night they will never be shut.

They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

Violence will no more be heard in your land, *

ruin or destruction within your borders.

You will call your walls, Salvation, *
and all your portals, Praise.

The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.

The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
for ever.

The Epistle Lesson — Romans 6:1b-11

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound?
By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in
it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore
we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we
will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
We know that our old self was crucified with him so that
the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer
be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin.
But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also
live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the
dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion
over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but
the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn — Amazing Grace (we sit)

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch
like me! I once was lost but now am found, was blind but
now | see.

The Lord has promised good to me, his word my hope
secures; he will my shield and portion be as long as life
endures.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining
as the sun, we've no less days to sing God’s praise than
when we'd first begun.



The Gospel Lesson — Matthew 10:24-39

Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the
teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the
disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If
they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much
more will they malign those of his household!

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will
not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become
known. What | say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and
what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do
not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather
fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not
two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall
to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of
your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more
value than many sparrows.

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I
also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but
whoever denies me before others, | also will deny before my
Father in heaven.

“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; |
have not come to bring peace, but a sword.

For | have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy
of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is
not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and
follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon The Rev. Stephen McWhorter

The Apostles’ Creed (we stand)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers (we stand or kneel)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages

Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

For only in you can we live in safety.

Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for
your holy Name, for you never fail to help and govern
those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your
lovingkindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Sundays

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of
the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us
this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the
week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.



A Collect for Grace

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought
us in safety to this new day: Preserve us with your mighty
power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by
adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your
purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for Mission

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the
earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who
are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people
everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations
into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten
the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Hymn: His Eye Is On the Sparrow (we sit)

Why should | feel discouraged, why should the shadows
come? Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heav’n
and home? When Jesus is my portion? My constant friend is
He: His eye is on the sparrow, and | know He watches me; His
eye is on the sparrow, and | know he watches me.

Let not your heart be troubled, His tender word | hear, and
resting on His goodness, | lose my doubts and fears; though
by the path He leadeth, but one step | see; His eye is on the
sparrow, and | know He watches me; His eye is on the
sparrow, and | know He watches me.

I sing because I'm happy, | sing because I'm free; for His eye
is on the sparrow, and | know He watches me.

Intercessions and Thanksgiving (we stand)

We pray for the souls of all those who have died from
Covid-19, and all who have departed this life, including
those we now name silently or aloud.

Silence

In our parish we pray for those who are sick or recovering
from illness, including Micah Hart, Dennis Harper, Larry
and Pat Sharpton, Dezsel Oliver, Tom Haynie, Beth Hall,
Maurice McCord, Sharon Browning, Julie Williams, Mike
Dickey, Harrison Smith, and the others we how name.

Silence

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for our
Companion Diocese of the Virgin Islands and its bishop,
Ambrose. For the Clergy and Staff of Carpenter House,
Episcopal Bookstore and Staff, and Seminarians completing
second year of study. For St. Alban’s, Birmingham; and St.
Alban’s, Gainesville.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with
one accord to make our common supplication to you; and
you have promised through your well-beloved Son that
when two or three are gathered together in his Name you
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our
desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come
life everlasting. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus
for ever and ever. Amen.

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation (we sit)

Serving at Epiphany this week: And next:

Officiant:

Lay reader:
Grounds: Lee Borden and Maurice McCord

Officiant: The Rev. Stephen McWhorter
Lay reader: Suzy Wilson
Grounds: Mike Rallo and Jimmy Weldon




