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Truly this man was God’s son! 

Matthew 27:54b 

Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 
The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 

Liturgy of the Palms and Liturgy of the Word 
April 5, 2020, 10:30 am 

We worship today according to the appointed order for Palm Sunday, beginning on  
page 270 of the Book of Common Prayer. 

 

During the service, we will mute our individual microphones. We will 
allow the Voice of the Congregation (Laura Williams) to be the sole 
person who speaks the congregational responses aloud. With our 
microphones off, we may choose to read the responses along with Laura 
at home. 

We have our branches and our candle ready at home. At the sound of 
the bell, our worship begins. 

Liturgy of the Palms 
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
Let us pray. 
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our 
salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the 
contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given 
us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Gospel Lesson – Matthew 21:1-11 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything 
to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will 
send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had 
been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they 
brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on 
them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead 
of him and that followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, 
asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love 
by which you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings 
by those who spread their garments and branches of palm 
along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his 
victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may 
ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that 
leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you 
and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Let us go forth in peace. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

Instrumental Music: All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

As we hear Esther play, we wave our branches. 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but 
first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he 
was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of 
the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Liturgy of the Word 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the 
human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to 
take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the 
cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully 
grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also 
share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

We observe a time of silence. 
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The Lessons 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
See, my servant shall prosper; 
    he shall be exalted and lifted up, 
    and shall be very high. 
Just as there were many who were astonished at him 
    —so marred was his appearance, beyond human 
semblance, 
    and his form beyond that of mortals— 
so he shall startle many nations; 
    kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 
for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
    and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 

Who has believed what we have heard? 
    And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
    and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
He was despised and rejected by others; 
    a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 
and as one from whom others hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we held him of no account. 

Surely he has borne our infirmities 
    and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 
    struck down by God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
    crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
    and by his bruises we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have all turned to our own way, 
and the LORD has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
    yet he did not open his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
    Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
    stricken for the transgression of my people. 
They made his grave with the wicked 
    and his tomb[c] with the rich, 
although he had done no violence, 
    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. 
When you make his life an offering for sin, 
    he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 
Out of his anguish he shall see light; 

he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
    The righteous one, my servant, shall make many 
righteous, 
    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, 
    and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
    and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Psalm 22:1-11 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of 
my groaning? 
O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 
and by night, but find no rest. 
Yet you are holy, 
enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
In you our ancestors trusted; 
they trusted, and you delivered them. 
To you they cried, and were saved; 
in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
But I am a worm, and not human; 
scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
All who see me mock at me; 
they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
“Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver— 
let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” 
Yet it was you who took me from the womb; 
you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
On you I was cast from my birth, 
and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
Do not be far from me, 
for trouble is near 
and there is no one to help. 

The Epistle Lesson – Philippians 2:5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God  
as something to be exploited,  

but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave,  
being born in human likeness.  

And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself  
and became obedient to the point of death--  
even death on a cross.  
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Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name  
that is above every name,  

so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Lesson – Matthew 27:1-54 
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of 
the people conferred together against Jesus in order to bring 
about his death. They bound him, led him away, and handed 
him over to Pilate the governor. 

When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he 
repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and the elders. He said, “I have sinned by 
betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to 
us? See to it yourself.” Throwing down the pieces of silver in 
the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. 
But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is 
not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood 
money.” After conferring together, they used them to buy 
the potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. For this 
reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this 
day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, 
the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on 
whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, and they 
gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded 
me.” 

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor 
asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You 
say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and 
elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you 
not hear how many accusations they make against you?” But 
he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that 
the governor was greatly amazed. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release 
a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that 
time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So 
after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you 
want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is 
called the Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of 
jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting 
on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have 
nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have 
suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” Now 
the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask 
for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again 

said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release 
for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, 
“Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he 
asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all 
the more, “Let him be crucified!” 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that 
a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his 
hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this 
man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a 
whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 
So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, 
he handed him over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 
governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort 
around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on 
him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it 
on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt 
before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him 
on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the 
robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him 
away to crucify him. As they went out, they came upon a 
man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to 
carry his cross. 

We keep silence. 

And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which 
means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, 
mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 
And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes 
among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there 
and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge 
against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the 
Jews.” 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right 
and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, 
shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are 
the Son of God, come down from the cross.” In the same 
way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, 
were mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from 
the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; 
let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am 
God’s Son.’” The bandits who were crucified with him also 
taunted him in the same way. 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried 
with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of 
the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for 
Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it 
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 
But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 
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come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice 
and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth 
shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were 
opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 
were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the 
tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now 
when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping 
watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, 
they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s 
Son!” 

We keep silence. 

Instrumental: Were You There When They Crucified My 
Lord? 

During Esther’s solo, we light a candle in our home. We need not keep 
this candle burning throughout Holy Week, but we will keep it in a 
prominent place in our home throughout the week and will light it 
during our private devotional times to prepare for the holiday to come. 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all 
evermore. Amen. 

_______________________________________________ 

During Holy Week, please pray. Pray hard. Pray long. Pray passionately. 

1. Pray for those suffering from Covid-19 and those whose lives it has claimed around the world. 

2. Pray for the doctors, nurses, and first responders who are protecting and treating so many, sometimes at great risk to 
themselves and their families. 

3. Pray for those who are working to support us through this crisis, stocking stores, delivering mail and merchandise, 
keeping order, and the thousands of other tasks needed to keep society functioning. 

4. Pray for our leaders around the world, in our nation, in our state, and in our cities and counties. 

5. Pray for our church: the Church Universal, the Episcopal Church, the Diocese of Alabama, and the Episcopal Church of 
the Epiphany. 

6. Pray for yourself and those you love. Pray for your own ministry during this challenging time. 

When you think about it, light that candle in your home to remind you of prayer. 
________________________________________________ 

We got Katie! Next Sunday we will gather at Epiphany Online, and The Rev. Katie Nakamura Rengers will lead our worship. We 
have it on good authority that a certain “A word” will be very much in evidence as we celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord. 
There will be no Sunday School, but Epiphany Online will be open all Sunday morning for your use. We invite all to come early 
and catch up with your friends at Epiphany. We need to be together! 

_______________________________________________ 
 
Serving at Epiphany this week: 
Officiant: Betty Stricker 
Lay Readers: Laura Williams and Lee Borden 
Voice of the Congregation: Laura Williams 
 

And next: 
Lay Reader: Suzy Wilson 
Voice of the Congregation: Lavonne Hart 
 

 


