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For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

John 3:16 

Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Morning Prayer 
March 8, 2020, 10:30 am 

We worship today according to the appointed order for Morning Prayer, Rite One, beginning on page 37 
of the Book of Common Prayer. Congregational responses are in boldface type. The initials “SH”  

refer to page numbers in the small Supplemental Hymnal in the pew racks. 

Hymn: Faith of Our Fathers…………………………...….....558 

Rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the 
Lord your God; for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger 
and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

We stand or kneel. 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our 

own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to 

have done, Almighty and most merciful Father, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to 

have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober 

life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name.  Amen. 
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and 
remission of all our sins, true repentance, amendment of life, 
and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter (we stand) 
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
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Invitatory Psalm - Venite 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: O come, let us 
adore him. 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * 
let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, * 
and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: O come, let 
us adore him. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 
and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * 
and the strength of the hills is his also. 

The sea is his and he made it, * 
and his hands prepared the dry land. 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: O come, let 
us adore him. 

O come, let us worship and fall down * 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is the Lord our God, * 
and we are the people of his pasture 
and the sheep of his hand. 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: O come, let 
us adore him. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 

For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 
and with righteousness to judge the world 

 and the peoples with his truth. 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: O come, let 
us adore him. 

Psalm 121 (we remain standing) 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
from where is my help to come? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot be moved 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
5 The LORD himself watches over you; 
the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 
6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, 
nor the moon by night. 
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7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; 
it is he who shall keep you safe. 
8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your 
coming in, 
from this time forth for evermore. 
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The Lessons 
(We sit for each lesson and stand for each canticle or hymn.) 

The First Lesson – Genesis 12:1-4a 

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show 
you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will 
bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will 
curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with 
him. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 3 – The Song of Mary 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 
For he hath regarded * 
the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold from henceforth * 
all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 
and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him * 
throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm; * 
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 
as he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed for ever. 
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The Epistle Lesson – Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor 
according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, 
he has something to boast about, but not before God. For 
what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it 
was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who 
works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 

But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the 
ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not 
come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law 
but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 
promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there 
is no law, neither is there violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the 
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also 
to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the 
father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the 
father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in 
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist. 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Canticle 5 The Song of Simeon 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
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The Gospel Lesson – John 3:1-17 

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 
Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, 
we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; 
for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can 
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus 
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 
What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You 
must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and 
testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our 
testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you 
do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except 
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the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And 
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn – I To the Hills Will Lift Mine Eyes (we stand).................668 

Homily                                                 Andy Stricker 

The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And with thy spirit. 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation (we sit) 

The Offering 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings 
and come into his courts. 

Hymn: And Now, O Father (we remain seated)……………..…337 

Presentation (we stand)………………………...………....380:1 

The Prayers (we stand or kneel) 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages 
O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
And grant us thy salvation.  
Endue thy ministers with righteousness;  
And make thy chosen people joyful.  
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
For only in thee can we live in safety.  
Lord, keep this nation under thy care;  
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
Let thy way be known upon earth;  
Thy saving health among all nations.  
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious 
to all who have gone astray from thy ways, and bring them 
again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of thy Word, Jesus 
Christ thy Son; who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and 
reigneth, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace 
O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, 
in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose 
service is perfect freedom:  Defend us, thy humble servants, 
in all  assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy 
defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through  
the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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A Collect for Grace 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day: 
Defend us in the same with thy mighty power; and grant that 
this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of 
danger; but that we, being ordered by thy governance, may do 
always what is righteous in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for Missions 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body 
of thy faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our 
supplications and prayers which we offer before thee for all 
members of thy holy Church, that in their vocation and 
ministry they may truly and godly serve thee; through our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Hymn: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (we stand)………....Page 5 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings (we stand or kneel) 
We pray for the souls of Randy Mobley and all those who 
have departed this life, including those we now name silently 
or aloud. 

Silence 

In our parish we pray for those who are sick or recovering 
from illness, including Micah Hart, Dennis Harper, Larry 
and Pat Sharpton, Troy Warlick, Dezsel Oliver, Tom 
Haynie, Beth Hall, Maurice McCord, Sharon Browning, 
Julie Williams, George Rowell, Mike Dickey, and the 
others we now name. 

Silence 

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for our 
Companion Diocese of the Virgin Islands and its bishop, 
Ambrose. For the Task Force for Stewardship of Creation; 
and Bethany Village at Camp McDowell. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with 
one accord to make our common supplication unto thee, 
and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when 
two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be 
in the  midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and 
petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us 
in this  world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to 
come life  everlasting. Amen. 

Hymn: Lift High the Cross (we stand)……...……………....473 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

________________________________________________ 
 
Serving at Epiphany this week: 
Ushers: John and Kathy Haynie 
Altar Guild: Pam Van Etten 
Lay Reader: Betty Weldon 
Officiant: Andy Stricker 
Refreshments: Laura Williams 

And next: 
Ushers: Eddie and Pam Harper 
Altar Guild: Cathy Jones 
Lay Reader: Laura Williams 
Lay Eucharistic Minister: Lee Borden 
Refreshments: Elizabeth Harber 

Gloria Patri 
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