
Hymns for Burial of the Dead 

These hymns from the 1982 Hymnal of the Episcopal Church USA 
are favorites among those recommended for burial and memorial 
services … 

 
680 O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

637 How Firm a Foundation, Ye Saints of the Lord 
688 A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

379 God is Love, Let Heaven Adore Him 
690 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

645 The King of Love My Shepherd is 
618 Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 
 
Other instrumental music may be selected by the Organist or Pianist 
for preludes, procession, sequence, offertory, communion, and 
recession. 
 

Contacting Father Wells 

When a person is near death, the Minister of the Congregation 

should be notified, in order that the ministrations of the Church 
may be provided. Ministration to the Sick (Unction) and 

Ministration at Time of Death (Last Rites) are considered a 
Sacrament of the Church. Reach Father Wells at any time by 
calling or texting his mobile phone, (334) 332-3222.  

 
A Prayer for a Person near Death 

   
Almighty God, look on this your servant, lying in great 

weakness, and comfort him with the promise of life everlasting, 

given in the resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

OF THE EPIPHANY 
Conversations on Stewardship 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 14, 2014 at 9:30 am 

 

Wills, Bequests, and 
Final Arrangements 
A Low-Key, No-Pressure Approach 
 

A Commendation at the Time of Death 
  
 Depart, O Christian soul, out of this world; 

 In the Name of God the Father Almighty who created you; 
 In the Name of Jesus Christ who redeemed you; 

 In the Name of the Holy Spirit who sanctifies you. 
 May your rest be this day in peace, 
     and your dwelling place in the Paradise of God. 

 



Concerning Burial 

The death of a member of the Church should be reported as 
soon as possible to, and arrangements for the funeral should be 
made in consultation with, the Minister of the Congregation. 

   
 Baptized Christians are properly buried from the church. The 

service should be held at a time when the congregation has 
opportunity to be present. 

   
The coffin is to be closed before the service, and it remains 
closed thereafter. It is appropriate that it be covered with a pall 

or other suitable covering. 
   

If necessary, or if desired, all or part of the service of Committal 
may be said in the church. If preferred, the Committal service 

may take place before the service in the church. It may also be 
used prior to cremation. 
   

A priest normally presides at the service. It is appropriate that 
the bishop, when present, preside at the Eucharist and 

pronounce the Commendation. 
   

 It is desirable that the Lesson from the Old Testament, and the 
Epistle, be read by lay persons. 

Making a Will                                                          

Leaving a Bequest 

The Minister of the Congregation is directed to instruct the 
people, from time to time, about the duty of Christian parents 
to make prudent provision for the well-being of their families, 

and of all persons to make wills, while they are in health, 
arranging for the disposal of their temporal goods, not 

neglecting, if they are able, to leave bequests for religious and 
charitable uses. 

 
 

Lessons for Burial of the Dead 

These lessons from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer of the 
Episcopal Church USA are favorites among those recommended for 
burial and memorial services … 

 
From the Old Testament 

  
Isaiah 25:6-9 (He will swallow up death for ever) 

Isaiah 61:1-3 (To comfort those who mourn) 
Lamentations 3:22-26,31-33 (The Lord is good to those who 
wait for him)  

Wisdom 3:1-5,9 (The souls of the righteous are in the hands of 
God)  

 Job 19:21-27a (I know that my Redeemer lives) 
   

A suitable psalm, hymn, or canticle may follow. The following 
Psalms are appropriate: 42:1-7, 46, 90:1-12, 121, 130, 139:1-11. 
 
From the New Testament 

  
Romans 8:14-19,34-35,37-39 (The glory that shall be revealed) 

1 Corinthians 15:20-26,35-38,42-44,53-58 (The imperishable 
body) 

2 Corinthians 4:16--5:9 (Things that are unseen are eternal) 
1 John 3:1-2 (We shall be like him) 

Revelation 7:9-17 (God will wipe away every tear) 
Revelation 21:2-7 (Behold, I make all things new) 
   

A suitable psalm, hymn, or canticle may follow. The following 
Psalms are appropriate: 23, 27, 106:1-5, 116. 

 
From the Gospels 

 

John 5:24-27 (He who believes has everlasting life) 
John 6:37-40 (All that the Father gives me will come to you) 

John 10:11-16 (I am the good shepherd) 
John 11:21-27 (I am the resurrection and the life) 

John 14:1-6 (In my Father's house are many rooms) 


