
“ And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
 

Sermon notes by the Rev. Arnold A. Bush, Priest in charge, Episcopal Church of the Epiphany, 
2062 Gilmer Ave., Tallassee, AL 36078, 5th Sunday in Lent, March 25, 2012. 
Text: Gospel 12:33 “When lifted up… I will draw all people to myself” 
The Message Bible: “ I will attract persons to me and gather them around me.” 
Last Sunday’s Gospel, John 3:14-21, “ Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life.” 

I.  Introduction:  “to lift up” 
Any person in our state running for a public office must be “lifted up” with name recognition.  
They need visibility during the election, attending debates and public barbeques. In Mississippi, 
anyone running for a state office must show up at the Neshoba County Fair in Philadelphia, MS. 
Reporters, TV cameras, large crowds to hear all those making speeches.   Everyone running 
wanted to be lifted up, have high visibility. As a senior in Laurel MS High School I drove a car 
around MS where the mayor of Laurel, Carroll Gardin, was running for Lt. Governor in the state 
of MS.   We would drive to 4 or 5 counties in one day. My Mom and Dad were big supporters of 
Carroll Gardin and always publicly supporting statewide candidates. That is when I learned 
about lifting up name recognition for political office.   
 This sermon is taken from five phrases repeated in the Gospel of John:  TO LIFT UP. 
UPHSO HUPSOO. It is defined as to exalt, elevate, set on high. From my research this word for 
lift up is not the same word in the synoptic gospels, as to “lift up your eyes or lift up your voice.” 
In John’s Gospel: John 3:14; 8:28; 12:30; 13:34.  
 Some commentaries on the Gospel of John state Jesus is describing three events that 
are one theological truth.  He is lifted up on the Cross that all may see him.  He will be lifted up 
from death in the grave, and Jesus will be lifted up into heaven at the Right Hand of God.  In 
that Jesus is in heaven, he can return as the Holy Spirit. 

 
II.   The Context of the passage 

The geographical and chronological context according to the Gospel of John (John’s sequence of 
events are different from the Synoptics) is this:  
 Jesus has entered Jerusalem from Bethany, a suburb less than two miles east from 
Jerusalem.  It is the week of the Jewish Passover Feast with crowded streets, homes, and few 
places to sleep, with maybe 10,000 Jews making a pilgrimage to the Temple in Jerusalem.  Jesus 
is there with all the pilgrims. In the paragraph before these verses, Jesus has just entered 
Jerusalem as a king on a donkey. The Pharisees are becoming uneasy over his teachings.  So in 
these verses we have Jesus giving a speech foretelling that the Son of Man must die.  At the 
festival of the Passover some Jewish Greeks go to his disciple Philip (from Bethsaida on the very 
Northern Shore of the See of Galilee) and say, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” The fact they were 
Jewish Greeks implies that Judaism has spread north and west. Thus they were coming to make 
their pilgrimage.  
 John has placed this universal quest of “seeking God” into a setting in Jerusalem.  It is a 
universal request. We wish to meet the creator of the universe. We wish to meet this person 
who can meet some of our needs.  They may have said, “We have heard stories about him, but 
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can you introduce us to him?” For instance, a person moving to Elmore County may wish to 
meet the Mayor of Tallassee and the chair of the County commissioners.  If you wish to meet 
representatives in the state government and the congressman in Washington, then you go to 
someone who knows these public officials.  (Mike Edwards introduced me to the mayor of 
Tallassee a few weeks ago.) John does not respond to this request from the Greeks until he has 
mentioned several subjects: I will be glorified in death and then bear more fruit. He is troubled 
in the struggle he is having. God speaks:  I will drive out Satan. And I will be lifted up and will 
draw all people to myself. 
 

III.  What the Gospel of John has Jesus say about himself 
 John packs a lot into these few verses. Jesus will be glorified by being lifted up to die on 
a cross. In this elevation he will be attracting all people to himself. Just as a grain of wheat must 
die in the ground before it can produce fruit, so the Christ must go through death before he can 
rise again.  He will conquer death. The ruler of this world, Satan, will be driven out. Then he 
says, AND I, WHEN I AM LIFTED UP FROM THE EARTH, WILL DRAW ALL PEOPLE TO MYSELF.  
 Let’s note the word DRAW; Christ draws us to himself. He invites. He stands at the door 
and waves, come on in!  He is like a fan at the sports game who stands up and waves to us, 
come on down and sit with us. When I went to Niceville high school baseball or softball games 
where the stands are only 12 rows high, I would walk up with popcorn and drink in my hand. 
Someone would say, “Hey, Arnold, we’ll make room, come on up and sit with us.” Jesus is the 
kind of person who invites you to sit next to him. 
 What is the God we worship like? Does he force his way on us? Does he have a long 
rope around us and pull us to him against our will?  I know this sounds rather cruel or vulgar, 
but many Christian writers say GOD IS A WOOER, NOT A RAPIST.  He wants to attract us to 
come nearer to him. He is the host at the Wedding Banquet inviting us to come enjoy the meal.  
 The Church is to be an Inviting organism. We are to be a welcoming church!  Going back 
to the first verse in the Gospel passage, “Some Greeks at the Passover Festival in Jerusalem 
came up to Philip saying, SIR, WE WISH TO SEE JESUS.” Philip and Andrew were effective 
greeters. They went together to introduce them to Jesus. 
 The section ends the answer to their seeking with John writing the words of Jesus, “I will 
be lifted up and draw all persons to me.” 

 
IV.  How can this congregation be more inviting? Are there any behaviors that turn people 

away? 
EG: St. Catherine’s, Chelsea, 15 miles out 280. It is 5 years old. They purchased a church building 
which had been a rural Baptist church and a doublewide trailer for offices, classrooms and 
parish Hall.  I asked the rector to have 8 people read the book about how to welcome those 
who are not Episcopalians.  The research in the book stated that a visitor to any congregation 
will make up their mind within 10 minutes after getting out of their car about returning the 
next Sunday.  The research says you only have one time to make a first impression.  So a 
committee of St. Catherine’s had a group of 6 to take the steps of a Sunday visitor.  Parking, 
steps, door, signage, condition of restrooms and nursery, how greeted, bulletin, 4 books in the 
pew, sit with someone who knows when to stand, sit, kneel. 
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EG: An F 16 pilot at Eglin AFB or Masters in Duplicate Bridge have said worship is “too 
confusing.”  They evaluate singing, joy on the faces, quality of the sermon. 
 St. Andrew’s, Destin, 4 doors to the refreshments in the Parish House. I want to invite 
you and take you to the coffee hour. Do we make sure our guests are invited over to the Parish 
House? 
 Other research shows that all congregations state they are welcoming, but members are 
not aware of behaviors that make the guest feel comfortable.   
 Other research: spend energy and money on church for all ages. Yes, there are small 
churches with less than 50 or 75 who have developed a church school program. I consulted 
with a church in SC. Two rooms in the parish hall next to the church were filled with things for 
the next yard sale.  Or in St. Paul’s, Corinth, MS.  To have younger families with children were 
not on their radar. 
While typing this sermon I received a call from the University of AL Track and Field coach to 
come to the track and field meet and some tasting before the meet. The food sounded 
interesting.  (Calls from St. Jude’s) 
 

V.  How can we lift Jesus up to those who are seeking him or those who are going  
through a transition—a major or minor crisis--in their lives?  

Some suggestions: Make a friend.  Be a friend to them.  Bring a friend to Christ.  Develop a 
relationship with them. 

   The Pattern is LISTEN, do not attempt to tell them too much. Think of listening 
over ½ the time you are with them. Think of someone who just moved into the Tallassee area. 

 ASK THE GOD-SIZED QUESTIONS. THEN REFLECT ON HOW CHRIST MAY SPEAK TO THEIR 
NEEDS.  (Evangelism Course from Stephen Ministry) You are lifting up Christ, who can minister 
to their needs. 

• Remember in a relationship lead from your weakness, not being braggadocios: Use this 
pattern “I had (have) this problem, but here is how God is helping me or helped me…”    

 
*  Persons with daily parenting and family conflicts: Share your experiences of the Holy Spirit 
giving us strength on a daily basis. They are seeking some peace, order, and routine in the 
family. “Sir, we seek some daily strength in our demands of the family.”  
  
* Persons’ aching loneliness, missing friends:  Share your experiences of knowing Jesus as Good 
Shepherd, becoming part of the flock, congregation where I be cared for and to care. They are 
saying, “Sir, I need Jesus who can be a companion in the moments of loneliness.” 
 
* A friend dealing with grief, loss, or death issues: Open up to them of some of your own grief 
experiences.  Share your Experiencing the Resurrected Christ, who came to Mary in her grief in 
the garden. “Sir, I seek some peace and power to help me with pounds and pounds of grief.” 
 
* In our daily contacts we will meet folks with emotional scars and disappointments, guilt 
feelings:  You have been a Christian long enough to experience Christ the forgiver and healer in 
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worship at Epiphany. Share some of your experiences of knowing Christ as forgiver, healer. “ Sir, 
I seek some healing of the persons who have hurt me emotionally and disappointed me.” 
 
* We all have friends who are feeling trapped in addictions and compulsions. They drink too 
much or maybe are on the edge an eating disorder. They work too much or spend too much: 
Share how Christ has helped you in your compulsions or some type of recovery. Maybe how 
members of the congregation have helped you recover from your compulsions.  Share how you 
know the affirming Christ, who is with you one day at a time. “Sir, I seek a power outside of 
myself to recover from…” 
 
* We have friends who felt they were losing their identity with death of parents.  Share your 
experience of when your parents died and your knowledge that you and your parent or loved 
ones are a citizens of the Kingdom. “Sir, we seek a God of the future, a God who gives us some 
assurance of the after life.” 
 
* Those of us in our 60s, 70s, 80s, and 90s face aging issues, fears of loss of health and fear of 
dying. There are a few of these folks having breakfast at Hardees, Jack’s, or McDonald’s every 
morning of the week.  You have likely developed a prayer life where you are experiencing Christ 
as your constant companion. 
 
(This list is printed copied for your reflection and is on the Epiphany website.) 
 
Remember, Jesus said to those Jewish Greeks in Jerusalem that he will be lifted up drawing, not 
forcing, all persons to be around him.  Let us lift him up as a congregation, inviting and drawing 
folks into this Christian community. Let us also lift Christ up as we listen to others and share 
appropriate experiences with them. 
 
Prayer. 
 
 


