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HOLY EUCHARIST 
THE FEAST OF SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

Together with the Blessing of the Animals 
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THE FEAST OF SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

Together with the Blessing of the Animals 
 

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 

 
Gospel Bluegrass   Holy Manna 

 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

 

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to 

renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way 

of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole 

creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 



4 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

A Lesson from Paul’s Letter to the Galatians. 
 

May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 

world. For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a 

new creation is everything! As for those who will follow this rule—

peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. From 

now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus 

branded on my body. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 

your spirit, brothers and sisters.  

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Canticle   A Song of Creation 
 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord,   

praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord,   

praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

 

Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord,   

O heavens and all waters above the heavens.  

Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord,   

praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
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Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew,  

all winds and fire and heat.  

Winter and summer, glorify the Lord,  

praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

 

Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold,  

drops of dew and flakes of snow.  

Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord,  

praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

 

Glorify the Lord, O nights and days,  

O shining light and enfolding dark.  

Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord,   

praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

 

Let the earth glorify the Lord,   

praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills,  

and all that grows upon the earth,   

praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams,   

O whales and all that move in the waters.  

All birds of the air, glorify the Lord,  

praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, and all you flocks and herds.  

O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord,   

praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
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Gospel Bluegrass   I’ll Fly Away 

 

The Gospel Lesson from Matthew. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 

you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 

have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious 

will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no 

one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 

except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

"Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 

for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon 
 

  



7 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 
We say together … 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and  

humbly serve you;  

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and  

Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations  

of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
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Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  

That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Confession of Sin  
 

Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
Silence 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  

eternal life. Amen. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

The Blessing of the Animals 
Please bring your pet forward in a carrier or on a leash, to be blessed by Father Wells. 

 

Gospel Bluegrass   Amazing Grace 

 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and 

come into his courts. Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because 

you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 

mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh 
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of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from 

the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.  

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and  

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us  

for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become  

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus  

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human  

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the  

God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 

obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 

Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given  

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you  

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink  

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in  

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,  

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the  

Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new  

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully  

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,  

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints  

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and  

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor  

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

        who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

    and the power, and the glory,  

    for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
A period of silence is kept. 

 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
Administration of Communion 

 

Gospel Bluegrass    Softly and Tenderly 

I Am a Pilgrim 
 
Come forward to receive Holy Communion. All are welcome. 
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The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen. 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. Amen. 
 

After Communion we say together 

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Gospel Bluegrass    Leaning On the Everlasting Arms 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 


