
Announcements 
 
EFM is a four-year program of  
Anglican worship, Bible study, 
and Christian community based 
on the second chapter of  the 
Acts of  the Apostles “… they 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, the breaking 
of  the bread and the prayers.”  

Offered from September 
through May, Education for 
Ministry is a series of  weekly 
seminars hosted by Father Wells 
at St. Dunstan’s. We gather in 
the McDowell Room on 
Wednesdays with Evening 
Prayer at 6:30 pm followed by a 
simple supper. From 7:30 to 
9:00 pm, we share spiritual 
autobiographies, discuss weekly 
readings from both texts and 
the Holy Bible, and practice 
“Theological Reflection” led by 
Father Wells. Tuition is $375 
per academic year. 

In Our Prayers 
We pray for those who are sick 
and recovering from illness or 
surgery. 

In the Diocesan Cycle of  
Prayer, we pray for Clergy and 
Staff  of  Carpenter House, the 
Episcopal Bookstore and Staff, 
and Seminarians completing 
second year of  study as well as 
our companion dioceses of  
Alaska and the Virgin Islands, 
and their bishops Mark and 
Ambrose. 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
OF THE EPIPHANY 
  

!  

2602 Gilmer Ave.    Tallassee, Alabama 36078     (334) 252-8618 

A SERVICE OF  
MORNING PRAYER 
Celebration of  Independence Day 
Ten-thirty on Sunday Morning 

The Second Day of  July 
In the Year of  Our Lord 2017 

Proclaim the greatness of  the Lord our God and worship him upon 
his holy hill.  

Our Clergy 
The Rt. Hon. & Most Rev. Justin Welby 

105th Archbishop of  Canterbury 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry 

27th Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan 

11th Bishop of  Alabama 
The Rev. Dr. John Wells Warren 

Priest 

Our Vestry 
Michael Harber, Senior Warden 
Jimmy Weldon, Junior Warden 

Kay Dickey 
Jean Kerr 

Maurice McCord 
Mike Rallo 

Michael Williams 
Betty Weldon, Treasurer 

Elizabeth Harber, Clerk of  the Vestry 

FOR 22 YEARS, the Episcopal Church of  
the Epiphany has lived out its mission and 
ministry to the Tallassee area as a parish in 
the Episcopal Diocese of  Alabama, the 
Episcopal Church USA, and the worldwide 
Anglican Communion. If  you need a priest, 
call or text Father Wells at (334) 332-3222, 
or email him at wellswarren@msn.com 
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A Service of  Morning Prayer 
in the Anglican Tradition 

The service is found in its entirety in this service leaflet and also in the Book of  Common 
Prayer, beginning on page 78. 

The Acclamation and Processional (BCP 78) 
Officiant - Give thanks to the Lord, and call upon his Name; make known his 
deeds among the peoples.  Psalm 105:1 

Processional - O Beautiful for Spacious Skies (Hymnal 719) 

Confession of  Sin (BCP 79) 

The Officiant says to the people 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of  Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf  of  others, those things that are necessary for our life and 
our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to 
worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts 
confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and 
mercy. 

Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 

The Officiant remains kneeling and says 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep 
us in eternal life. Amen. 

 

“And for the support of  this Declaration, 
with a firm reliance on the protection of  
Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to 
each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our 

sacred Honor.”  



through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

A Prayer of  St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you  
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of  
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of   
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Officiant 	 Let us bless the Lord. 
People 	 Thanks be to God. 

Recessional - O Say Can You See (Hymn 720) 

Officiant 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the fellowship of  
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  
Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter (BCP 80) 

All stand 

Officiant	 Lord, open our lips. 
People		 And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

The mercy of  the Lord is everlasting: come let us adore him. 

Officiant and People continue standing and say together the Venite 

Venite   (Psalm 95:1-7) 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
   let us shout for joy to the Rock of  our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
   and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, *  
   and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the caverns of  the earth, *  
   and the heights of  the hills are his also.  
The sea is his, for he made it, *  
   and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
   and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
For he is our God,  
and we are the people of  his pasture and the sheep of  his hand. * 
   Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

Please be seated for the Psalm 
We will read the psalm responsively by the half  verse. 

Psalm 145:1-9 Exaltabo te, Deus 

1 I will exalt you, O God my King, * 
and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

2 Every day will I bless you * 
and praise your Name for ever and ever. 



3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
there is no end to his greatness. 
4 One generation shall praise your works to another * 
and shall declare your power. 

5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of  your majesty * 
and all your marvelous works. 

6 They shall speak of  the might of  your wondrous acts, * 
and I will tell of  your greatness. 

7 They shall publish the remembrance of  your great goodness; * 
they shall sing of  your righteous deeds. 

8 The Lord is gracious and full of  compassion, * 
slow to anger and of  great kindness. 

9 The Lord is loving to everyone * 
and his compassion is over all his works. 

Reader and People together 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Word of  God (BCP 84) 

The Old Testament Lesson 

A reading from the Old Testament book of  Deuteronomy 10:17-21 

The Lord your God is God of  gods and Lord of  lords, the great God, mighty 
and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes justice for the 
orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them food and 
clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of  
Egypt. You shall fear the Lord your God; him alone you shall worship; to him 
you shall hold fast, and by his name you shall swear. He is your praise; he is your 
God, who has done for you these great and awesome things that your own eyes 
have seen. 

Reader	 The Word of  the Lord. 
People		 Thanks be to God. 

A Prayer for our Country 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our 
heritage: We humbly beseech you that we may always prove 
ourselves a people mindful of  your favor and glad to do your will. 
Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and 
pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend 
our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes 
brought here out of  many kindreds and tongues. Endue 
with the spirit of  wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust 
the authority of  government, that there may be justice and 
peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we 
may show forth your praise among the nations of  the earth. 
In the time of  prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, 
and in the day of  trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; 
all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 

Officiant and People 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of  love on the hard 
wood of  the cross that everyone might come within the reach of  your 
saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our 
hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge 
and love of  you; for the honor of  your Name. Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of  all mercies,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of  this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of  the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of  grace, and for the hope of  glory.  
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of  your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  



Suffrages A 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of  justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of  the poor be taken away.  
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collects 

The Collect for the Celebration of  Independence Day 

Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of  this country won liberty for 
themselves and for us, and lit the torch of  freedom for nations then unborn: 
Grant that we and all the people of  this land may have grace to maintain our 
liberties in righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

A Collect for Sundays 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of  the glorious 
resurrection of  your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our 
worship of  you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace 

O God, the author of  peace and lover of  concord, to know you is eternal life 
and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all 
assaults of  our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the 
power of  any adversaries; through the might of  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for Guidance 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray 
you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and 
occupations of  our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are 
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Officiant and People recite Canticle 11 together 

Canticle 11    The Third Song of  Isaiah    Surge, illuminare  

Arise, shine, for your light has come, *  
    and the glory of  the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land; *  
    deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.  
But over you the Lord will rise, *  
    and his glory will appear upon you.  
Nations will stream to your light, *  
    and kings to the brightness of  your dawning.  
Your gates will always be open; *  
    by day or night they will never be shut.  
They will call you, The City of  the Lord, *  
    The Zion of  the Holy One of  Israel.  
Violence will no more be heard in your land, *  
    ruin or destruction within your borders.  
You will call your walls, Salvation, *  
    and all your portals, Praise.  
The sun will no more be your light by day; *  
    by night you will not need the brightness of  the moon. 
The Lord will be your everlasting light, *  
    and your God will be your glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Epistle Lesson 

A reading from Hebrews 11:8-16 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was 
to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By 
faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, 
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of  the same 
promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect 
and builder is God. By faith he received power of  procreation, even though he 
was too old-- and Sarah herself  was barren-- because he considered him faithful 
who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, 
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of  heaven and as the innumerable 
grains of  sand by the seashore.” 

All of  these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers 
and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that 
they are seeking a homeland. If  they had been thinking of  the land that they had 
left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a 



better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

Reader	 The Word of  the Lord. 
People		 Thanks be to God. 

Officiant and People recite Canticle 13 together 

Canticle 13    A Song of  Praise    Benedictus es, Domine  

Glory to you, Lord God of  our fathers; *  
    you are worthy of  praise; glory to you.  
Glory to you for the radiance of  your holy Name; *  
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of  you temple; *  
    on the throne of  your majesty, glory to you.  
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *  
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *  
    in the high vault of  heaven, glory to you.  
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *  
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Sequence Hymn - God Bless Our Native Land (Hymn 716) 

The Gospel Lesson 

A reading from the Gospel of  Matthew 5:43-48 

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, so that you may be children of  your Father in heaven; for he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous 
and on the unrighteous. For if  you love those who love you, what reward do you 
have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if  you greet only your 
brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the 
Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

Reader	 The Word of  the Lord. 
People		 Thanks be to God. 

The Homily 

The Apostles' Creed 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of  heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit  
        and born of  the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of  saints,  
    the forgiveness of  sins 
    the resurrection of  the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers (BCP 97) 

The People stand or kneel 

Officiant	 The Lord be with you. 
People		 And also with you. 
Officiant	 Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen.


