
Serving This Week 
 

Jimmy Weldon, Usher/Steward 

Jean Kerr, Altar Guild 

Mike Rallo, Lay Reader 

Lavonne Hart, Lay Eucharistic 

Minister  

Esther Hart, Pianist and Violinist 

Lee and Amanda Borden, 

Refreshments 

Maurice McCord and Lee 

Borden, Groundskeeping 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

We pray for our companion 

dioceses of Alaska and the Virgin 

Islands and their bishops Mark 

and Ambrose. We pray for those 

who are sick and recovering from 

illness or surgery, including 

Dolores, Michael, and Gary.  We 

also pray for Braxton, Vincent, 

and Dezsel; for Jere, Doris, 

Allison, Jeffrey, Macy, Julie, 

Martha, Mary Southern, Troy, 

Peggy, Elizabeth, Letha, Marsha, 

Carly, and Norma. 
 

 

Hurricane Relief: 

Irma and Maria 
 

St. Dunstan’s in Auburn has joined 

Epiphany Church in a partnership 

with St. Ursula’s Episcopal Church 

on St. John’s Island in the US Virgin 

Islands. Their church was badly 

damaged by Irma, and now Marie 

has all but finished the job. Please 

write a check to Epiphany Church 

with HURRICANE RELIEF in the 

memo line. Betty will forward your 

contributions to ERD. Many thanks 

to Hugh Thompson, our Parish 

Coordinator for Hurricane Relief. 
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY  

AFTER PENTECOST 

A Celebration of Holy Eucharist 
 

Ten-thirty on Sunday Morning 

The Twenty-fourth Day of September 

In the Year of Our Lord 2017 
 
 

 
Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. 

  

 

 
 

The Clergy  
 
The Rt. Hon. & Most Rev. Justin Welby 

105th Archbishop of Canterbury 

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry 

27th Presiding Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan 

11th Bishop of Alabama 

The Rev. Dr. John Wells Warren, Priest 

 

The Vestry  

 
Michael Harber, Senior Warden 

Jimmy Weldon, Junior Warden and 

Vestry Member at Large 

Mike Rallo, Vestry Member 

Jean Kerr, Vestry Member 

Maurice McCord, Vestry Member 

Kay Dickey, Vestry Member 

Michael Williams, Vestry Member 

Betty Weldon, Treasurer 

Elizabeth Harber, Clerk of the Vestry 

 

SINCE 1994, the Episcopal Church of 

the Epiphany has lived out its mission 

and ministry to the Tallassee area as a 

parish in the Episcopal Diocese of 

Alabama, the Episcopal Church USA, 

and the worldwide Anglican 

Communion. If you need a priest, call or 

text Father Wells at (334) 332-3222, or 

email him at wellswarren@msn.com  

mailto:wellswarren@msn.com


SIXTEENTH SUNDAY  

AFTER PENTECOST 

A Celebration of Holy Eucharist 
The People are invited to observe a time of quiet prayer. We are using the St. James service 

music which can be found on the Narthex table as you enter. 
 

Gathering of the People 
 

Prelude     
Words of Peace 

Processional   Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah       Hymn 690  
Acclamation                 Page 355, BCP 

Collect for Purity 

Glory to God   Gloria              St. James 
Salutation                              Page 357, BCP 

Collect of the Day                  Scripture Sheet 

 

The Word of God 
We sit for the Lessons and the Psalm, and we stand for the Gospel.  

 

Old Testament   Exodus 16:2-15             Scripture Sheet 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45   Confitemini Domino            Scripture Sheet 
Epistle   Philippians 1:21-30              Scripture Sheet 
Sequence   God, My King, Thy Might Confessing        Hymn 414 
Gospel  Matthew 18:21-35              Scripture Sheet 

The Sermon         Father Wells     

Nicene Creed                Page 358, BCP 

Prayers of the People, Form VI              Page 392, BCP 

Confession of Sin 

Absolution 

The Peace 

Announcements 

Offertory       
Presentation  Phos hilaron                Hymn 26 
 

Holy Communion 
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. 

Eucharistic Prayer A     Page 361, BCP 

Holy, Holy, Holy   Sanctus              St. James 
Consecration of the Elements 

Lord’s Prayer       Page 364, BCP 

Breaking of the Bread 

Fraction   Jesus, Lamb of God             St. James 
Communion     
Post-Communion Prayer    Page 366, BCP 

Blessing 

Recessional    Come, Labor On          Hymn 541 
Dismissal 

Postlude        

 

Counting Our Blessings. Giving Our Help. 
 

“My boundaries 

enclose a pleasant 

land; indeed I 

have a goodly 

heritage,” said the 

Psalmist. He 

could have been 

describing the five 

acres of land 

belonging to the 

Episcopal Church 

of the Epiphany 

in Tallassee. A beautiful church building of classic design (fully paid 

for), the Columbarium on the hill, a small pond, Japanese Maple 

trees, a huge Sycamore towering over all: we are blessed by the 

foresight and wisdom of our founders who envisioned this good and 

pleasant land, and who worked tirelessly to purchase the property and 

build the church. Since 1994, the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 

has been a place for the Apostles' teaching and fellowship, the 

breaking of the bread, and the prayers. Now we are being asked to 

help our Companion Diocese in the US Virgin Islands. St. Ursula’s 

Church on St. John’s Island is all but destroyed. They have no power, 

no running water, and no priest—but they do have us and St. 

Dunstan’s. Will you help? Wells+ 



salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you 

the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him 

as well-- since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and 

now hear that I still have. 

 

Gospel   Matthew 20:1-16  

 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of 

heaven is like a landowner 

who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for 

his vineyard. After agreeing 

with the laborers for the 

usual daily wage, he sent 

them into his vineyard. 

When he went out about 

nine o’clock, he saw others 

standing idle in the 

marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and 

I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out 

again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And 

about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and 

he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said 

to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go 

into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 

said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, 

beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired 

about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 

Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 

each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they 

received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last 

worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 

have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he 

replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 

not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you 

and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I 

not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 

envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first 

will be last.” 

LESSONS FOR THE SIXTEENTH 

SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 24, 2017 
 

The Collect of the Day 

 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love 

things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that 

are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Old Testament   Exodus 16:2-15 

 

The whole congregation of 

the Israelites complained 

against Moses and Aaron in 

the wilderness. The 

Israelites said to them, “If 

only we had died by the 

hand of the LORD in the 

land of Egypt, when we sat 

by the fleshpots and ate our 

fill of bread; for you have 

brought us out into this 

wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” Then 

the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for 

you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that 

day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my 

instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they 

bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” So 

Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall 

know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he 

has heard your complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that 

you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When the LORD gives 

you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, 

because the LORD has heard the complaining that you utter against 



him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the 

LORD.” Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation 

of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your 

complaining.’” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the 

Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of 

the LORD appeared in the cloud. The LORD spoke to Moses and 

said, “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At 

twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill 

of bread; then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’” In the 

evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning 

there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew 

lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, 

as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to 

one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses 

said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat. 

 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45   Confitemini Domino 
 

Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 

make known his deeds among the peoples. 
 

Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 

and speak of all his marvelous works. 
 

Glory in his holy Name; * 

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
 

Search for the LORD and his strength; * 

continually seek his face. 
 

Remember the marvels he has done, * 

his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
 

O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 

O children of Jacob his chosen. 
 

He led out his people with silver and gold; * 

in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled. 
 

Egypt was glad of their going, * 

because they were afraid of them. 

He spread out a cloud for a covering * 

and a fire to give light in the night season. 
 

They asked, and quails appeared, * 

and he satisfied them with bread from heaven. 
 

He opened the rock, and water flowed, * 

so the river ran in the dry places. 
 

For God remembered his holy word * 

and Abraham his servant. 
 

So he led forth his people with gladness, * 

his chosen with shouts of joy. 
 

He gave his people the lands of the nations, * 

and they took the fruit of others' toil, 
 

That they might keep his statutes * 

and observe his laws. Hallelujah! 
 

Epistle   Philippians 1:21-30 

 

To me, living is Christ and dying 

is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, 

that means fruitful labor for me; 

and I do not know which I prefer. 

I am hard pressed between the 

two: my desire is to depart and be 

with Christ, for that is far better; 

but to remain in the flesh is more 

necessary for you. Since I am 

convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of 

you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly 

in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live 

your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether 

I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that 

you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind 

for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your 

opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your  


