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The LORD is King; 
let the earth rejoice! 

 
Psalm 97:1a 

Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 
Holy Baptism 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 12, 2013, 10:30 am 

We worship today according to the order for Holy Baptism, 
beginning on page 299 of the Book of Common Prayer.

We begin with quiet reflection and meditation in the nave. 

Processional Hymn: All Praise to Thee.............................477 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Hymn of Praise: As the Deer Pants for the Water........SH-95 

There is one Body and one Spirit; 
There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
One God and Father of all. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son 
Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to 
strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior 
Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

The Lessons (the people sit) 
The First Lesson – Acts 16:16-34 
With Paul and Silas, we came to Philippi in Macedonia, a 
Roman colony, and, as we were going to the place of prayer, 
we met a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought 
her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While 
she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, "These men are 
slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of 
salvation." She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very 
much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I order you in 
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came 
out that very hour. 
But when her owners saw that their hope of making money 
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into 
the marketplace before the authorities. When they had 
brought them before the magistrates, they said, "These men 
are disturbing our city; they are Jews and are advocating 
customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or 
observe." The crowd joined in attacking them, and the 
magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered 
them to be beaten with rods. After they had given them a 
severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the 
jailer to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he 
put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the 
stocks. 
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 
hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 
Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all 

the doors were opened and everyone's chains were 
unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison 
doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill 
himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 
But Paul shouted in a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for 
we are all here." The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he 
fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought 
them outside and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 
They answered, "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household." They spoke the word of the 
Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the same 
hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; 
then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. He 
brought them up into the house and set food before them; 
and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become 
a believer in God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm – Psalm 97 
Refrain: 
The LORD is King; 
let the earth rejoice; * 
The LORD is King; 
let the earth rejoice; * 
let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
Clouds and darkness are round about him, * 
righteousness and justice are the foundations of 
his throne. 
A fire goes before him * 
and burns up his enemies on every side. 
His lightnings light up the world; * 
the earth sees it and is afraid. 
The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the LORD, * 
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 
The heavens declare his righteousness, * 
and all the peoples see his glory. 
Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in 
false gods! * 
Bow down before him, all you gods. 
Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, * 
because of your judgments, O LORD. 
For you are the LORD, 
most high over all the earth; * 
you are exalted far above all gods. 
The LORD loves those who hate evil; * 
he preserves the lives of his saints 
and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 
Light has sprung up for the righteous, * 
and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted. 
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Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, * 
and give thanks to his holy Name. 
Refrain: 
The LORD is King; 
let the earth rejoice; * 

The Epistle – Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20-21 
At the end of the visions I, John, heard these words: 
"See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay 
according to everyone's work. I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end." 
Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will 
have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the 
gates. 
"It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony 
for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, 
the bright morning star." 
The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." 
And let everyone who hears say, "Come." 
And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
The one who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am 
coming soon." 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Sequence – John 17:20-26 (the people 
stand) 

Hymn: Alleluia, Alleluia!...................................................178 
Verses 1-2 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to You, Lord Christ. 

Jesus prayed for his disciples, and then he said. "I ask not 
only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will 
believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As 
you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in 
us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The 
glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they 
may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that 
they may become completely one, so that the world may 
know that you have sent me and have loved them even as 
you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom 
you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 
glory, which you have given me because you loved me 
before the foundation of the world. 
"Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know 
you; and these know that you have sent me. I made your 
name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the 
love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in 
them." 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, Lord Christ. 

Hymn: Alleluia, Alleluia!...................................................178 
Verses 3-4 

Sermon               The Rev William S Blackerby, Jr 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidate for 
Baptism 
Celebrant: 
The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
The Parents and Godparents present the candidate, as 
follows: 
Parents and Godparents: 
I present Avery to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Celebrant: 
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present 
is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents and Godparents: 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow 
into the full stature of Christ? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of 
wickedness that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt 
and destroy the creatures of God? 
I renounce them. 
Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the 
love of God? 
I renounce them. 
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
I do. 
Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
I do. 
Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
I do. 

The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying: 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to 
support these persons in their life in Christ? 
We will. 
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to 
Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in 
the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall 
into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of 
God in Christ? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your 
neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and 
respect the dignity of every human being? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Prayers for the Candidate 

The Celebrant then says to the congregation: 
Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the 
Sacrament of new birth. 

The Lay Reader leads the following petitions: 

Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Open his heart to your grace and truth. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Fill him with your holy and life giving Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Send him into the world in witness to your love. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant says: 
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of 
Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his 
resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who 
lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 

Thanksgiving over the Water 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the 
Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you 
led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into 

the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the 
baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the 
Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are 
buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 
fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and 
born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

The Baptism 

The candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, who 
then immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate, saying: 
Avery, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy 
Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the 
forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of 
grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an 
inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to 
persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy 
and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
Then the Priest places a hand on the child’s head, marking 
on the forehead the sign of the cross and saying to him: 
Avery, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and 
marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 
The Celebrant says: 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We receive you into the household of God. 
Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his 
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal 
priesthood. 

Introduction of Parents and Godparents 

The Prayers of the People (Form III, page 387 of the Book 
of Common Prayer) 
Father, we pray for the Church of the Ascension, 
Birmingham; for the Church of the Ascension, Montgomery; 
for our companion diocese of Haiti and its bishops, Zaché 
and Ogé; for the clergy and staff of Carpenter House; for the 
Episcopal Bookstore and its staff; for our seminarians 
completing their second year of study; and for your holy 
Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly 
serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
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We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and our 
Anglican Communion, for Katharine, our presiding bishop, for 
Kee and Santosh, our bishops, and for all bishops, priests, 
and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word 
and Sacraments. 
We pray for Barack, our President; for Robert, our governor; 
for Bobby, our mayor; and for all who govern and hold 
authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or 
trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly 
kingdom. 
Let us pray for Lynda Denton, Dot Harris, Alice Williams, 
Charlotte and Lannon Poole, Pam Harper, Amber, Jared 
and Dezsel Oliver (Kathy Haynie), Brandon Boland (Cathy 
Jones), Chris Eady (Lynne Dubay), Lisa Wallace (Laura 
Williams), Jenna Moates (Kelli Kerr), John Myer (Ann 
Easley, John and Kathy Haynie), Billie Wilkinson, Lindsey 
Burt (Eddie and Pam Harper), Melinda Henderson (Ann 
Easley), Kathy Brumbleloe (Ann Easley), Lee Musso (Cathy 
Jones), Oletta Goodwin, Sherry Gritz (Jean Kerr), Jackie 
Henderson (Ann Easley), Susan (Eddie and Pam Harper); 
Jack Heil (Ramona Heil-Norris); and Clifford Flood (Jean 
Kerr). 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
The People may add their own petitions. The Celebrant may 
add a suitable Collect. 

Confession of Sin (the people stand or kneel) 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation 

The Holy Communion 

The Offertory Hymn: 
How Bright Appears the Morning Star..............................497 

The Presentation 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
(Eucharistic Prayer D, BCP p 372) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; 
for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light 
inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all 
things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to 
rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you 
night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, 
they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and 
giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, 
and glorify your Name, as we sing, 
The people sing (found in the Hymnal at S 129) 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
The people stand or kneel 
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty 
works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your 
own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in 
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all 
your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, 
you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy 
you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find 
you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, 
and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of 
time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, 
yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of 
salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill 
your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from 
the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation 
new. 
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him 
who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first 
gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, 
and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his 
heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the 
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world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took 
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among the dead, 
proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right 
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from 
the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we 
praise you and we bless you. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy 
Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying 
them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, 
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood 
of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one 
body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of 
your Name. 
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its 
unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
Remember all who minister in your Church. Remember all 
your people, and those who seek your truth. Remember all 
who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith 
is known to you alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy 
and light. 
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all the saints who have found favor with you in ages 
past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and 
glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen. 
And now, as our Savior  
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of 
silence is kept. 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then 
immediately deliver it to the people. 

Communion Hymn: One Bread, One Body...................SH-94 

After Communion, the people stand or kneel and the 
Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously 
accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 
grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Recessional Hymn (the people stand): 
All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name...................…...............…450 

Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

________________________________________________ 
We are delighted to welcome Bill Blackerby to serve as our supply priest today. Bill is Chaplain at Trinity Commons, the Episcopal 
student center on the UAB campus. 
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Avery’s parents are __________________________ and __________________________. His godparents are 
__________________________ and __________________________. Avery's grandparents are 
__________________________ and __________________________, and __________________________ and 
__________________________.  

Serving at Epiphany this week . . . 
Ushers: Jere and Pam Van Etten 

Altar Guild: Ann Easley and Laura Williams 
Lay Reader: Laura Williams 

Piano: Caleb Hart 

Chalice Bearer: Jere Van Etten 
Refreshments: Ramona Heil-Norris 

Stewards: Ann Easley 

and next . . . 
Ushers: Lee and Amanda Borden 

Altar Guild: Jean Kerr 
Lay Reader: Lavonne Hart 

Piano: Caleb Hart 

Chalice Bearer: Laura Williams 
Refreshments: Kathy Haynie 

Stewards: Eddie and Pam Harper 

 


