Episcopal Church of the Epiphany
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
July 1, 2012, 9:30 am
“. . . and crown thy good with brotherhood,
from sea to shining sea.”

We worship during Pentecost according to the Holy Eucharist: Rite Two,
beginning on page 355 of the Book of Common Prayer.

The Liturgy of the Word
Processional Hymn
God Of Our Fathers…………........………………...…….718
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Psalm – Psalm 145:1-9
Refrain:

I will exalt you, O God my King, *
and bless your Name for ever and ever.
I will exalt you, O God my King, *

and bless your Name for ever and ever.
Every day will I bless you *

and praise your Name for ever and ever.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *

Hymn of Praise
God of Grace and God of Glory………………………......594
Verses 1-2

and all your marvelous works.

The Lord be with you.

They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; *

there is no end to his greatness.
One generation shall praise your works to another *

and shall declare your power.
I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty *
They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, *

and I will tell of your greatness.

And also with you.

they shall sing of your righteous deeds.

Let us pray.
Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this
country won liberty for themselves and for us, and lit the torch
of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant that we and all the
people of this land may have grace to maintain our liberties in
righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, *

The Lessons (the people sit)
The First Lesson – Deuteronomy 10:17-21
The LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the
great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes
no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and the widow,
and who loves the strangers, providing them food and
clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt. You shall fear the LORD your
God; him alone you shall worship; to him you shall hold fast,
and by his name you shall swear. He is your praise; he is your
God, who has done for you these great and awesome things
that your own eyes have seen.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

slow to anger and of great kindness.
The LORD is loving to everyone *

and his compassion is over all his works.
Refrain:

I will exalt you, O God my King, *
and bless your Name for ever and ever.
The Epistle – Hebrews 11:8-16
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a
place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out,
not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time
in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of
the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he
received power of procreation, even though he was too old-and Sarah herself was barren-- because he considered him
faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and
this one as good as dead, descendants were born, "as many
as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand
by the seashore."
All of these died in faith without having received the promises,
but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They
confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the
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earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they
are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land
that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to
return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called
their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Sequence – Matthew 5:43-48 (the people
stand)
Hymn: O Bless the Lord, My Soul………………….……..411
Verses 1-3
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Prayer for Sound Government

Jesus said, "You have heard that it was said, `You shall love
your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I say to you, Love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that
you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes
his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who
love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers
and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not
even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect."
The Gospel of the Lord.

of Common Prayer)

Praise to You, Lord Christ.
Hymn: O Bless the Lord, My Soul…………………….…..411
Verses 4-5

(page 821-22 of the Book

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we
may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to
other nations of the earth.

Lord, keep this nation under your care.
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors
of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative
authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their
duties.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.
To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our
laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and
foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to
fulfill our obligations in the community of nations.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

Sermon

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding
and integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and
justice served.

The Nicene Creed (the people stand)

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to
accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they
may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the
well-being of our society; that we may serve you faithfully in
our generation and honor your holy Name.

For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are
exalted as head above all. Amen.
Hymn: Battle Hymn of the Republic
Mine eyes have seen the glory
of the coming of the lord,
He is trampling out the vintage
where the grapes of wrath are stored,
He hath loosed his fateful lightning
of His terrible swift sword,
His truth is marching on.
Glory! Glory ! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah
Glory! Glory ! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.
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Prayer of Thanksgivings for National Life

(adapted

from page 838-39 of the Book of Common Prayer)
Almighty God, giver of all good things: We thank you for the
natural majesty and beauty of this land. They restore us,
though we often destroy them. Heal us.
We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They
make us rich, though we often exploit them. Forgive us.
We thank you for the men and women who have made this
country strong. They are models for us, though we often fall
short of them. Inspire us.
We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this
land. It has drawn people from every nation, though we have
often hidden from its light. Enlighten us.
We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich
variety. It sustains our life, though we have been faithless
again and again. Renew us.
Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun.
Strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance and prejudice, and
to abolish poverty and crime. And hasten the day when all our
people, with many voices in one united chorus, will glorify your
holy Name. Teach us.
O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful
hearts the men and women of our country who in the day of
decision ventured much for the liberties we now enjoy. Grant
that we may not rest until all the people of this land share the
benefits of true freedom and gladly accept its disciplines. This
we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Strengthen

us.
O God of providence, we pray now for Lynda Denton, Dot
Harris, John Rand, Alice Williams, Lannon Poole, Zoe Bush,
Dawn Jones (Jere and Pam VanEtten), Amber, Jared and
Dezsel Oliver (Kathy Haynie), Brandon Boland (Cathy
Jones), James Wray Bush (Arnold Bush), Bobby Borden
(Amanda Borden), Mickey Smith (Lee Borden), the family and
friends of Ed Christian, Ladarius Phillips, and Demario Pitts
(Arnold Bush) and the others we now name: (the people here
add their own petitions). O God, in your mercy, answer our
prayer. Restore us. Amen.
The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.

Confession of Sin (the people stand or kneel)
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation
_______________
The Holy Communion
Offertory Hymn: My Country ‘Tis of Thee………….….717

The Presentation
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth.
For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new
people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all
the world.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The people sing (found in the Hymnal at S 129)
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for
yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject
to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and
die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of
all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
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This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

The Breaking of the Bread

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of
silence is kept.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then
immediately deliver it to the people.
Communion Hymn – I Love You, Lord……...………….SH-7
After Communion, the people stand or kneel and the
Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously
accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and
grant us strength and courage to love and serve
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Recessional Hymn (the people stand)
America the Beautiful…..……...……………………………....…719
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

________________________________________________________________
Image on page 1: “Writing the Declaration of Independence,” by Jean Leon Gerome Ferris, portraying Franklin,
Adams, and Jefferson toiling over multiple drafts of the Declaration.
Serving at Epiphany this week
Ushers: Al Cantrell and Laura Williams
Altar Guild: Betty Weldon and Pam VanEtten
Lay Reader: Amanda Borden
Chalice Bearer: Laura Williams

Refreshments: Jean Kerr
Stewards: Al Cantrell and Ann Easley
Grounds: Tom Bray and Caleb Hart
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