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Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Rogation Sunday 
May 13, 2012, 9:30 am 

"This is my commandment, that you  
love one another as I have loved you.” 

John 15:12 

We worship during Easter according to the Holy Eucharist: Rite Two, 
beginning on page 355 of the Book of Common Prayer. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Processional Hymn 
All Good Gifts Around Us………………………………..291 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Hymn of Praise 
For the Beauty of the Earth……………….………..……416 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good 
things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts 
such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and 
above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all 
that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

The Lessons (the people sit) 
The First Lesson – Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all 
who heard the word. The circumcised believers who had 
come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they 
heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then 
Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm – Psalm 98 
Refrain: 
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done 
marvelous things. 
Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 
With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 
The LORD has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the 
sight of the nations. 
He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of 
Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory 
of our God. 
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 
Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 
Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 
In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 
Refrain: 
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done 
marvelous things. 

The Epistle – 1 John 5:1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been 
born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the 
child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of 
God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his 
commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of 
God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers 
the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
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This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, 
not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And 
the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Sequence – John 15:9-17 (the people 
stand) 
Hymn – Pass It On.………………………...…...….…SH-55 

Verses 1-2 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to You, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, "As the Father has loved me, so I 
have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father's commandments and abide in his love. I have 
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be complete. 
"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay 
down one's life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 
you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, Lord Christ. 
Hymn – Pass It On.………………………...…...….…SH-55 

Verses 3 

Sermon 

The Nicene Creed (the people stand) 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
(+) We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

The Prayers of the People (Form IV, page 388 of the Book 
of Common Prayer) 
Let us pray for the Church of the Ascension, Birmingham; for 
the Church of the Ascension, Montgomery; for our 
companion diocese of Haiti and its bishop, Zaché; for the 
clergy and staff of Carpenter House; for the Episcopal 
Bookstore and its staff; for our seminarians completing their 
second year of study. (Silence) Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty 
God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your 
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the 
world. (Silence) Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the 
ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another 
and serve the common good. (Silence) Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, 
that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others 
and to your honor and glory. (Silence) Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant 
that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as 
he loves us. (Silence) Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Comfort and heal these persons: The Lay Reader reads the 
first names from the Parish Prayer List: Lynda Denton, Dot 
Harris, John Rand, Dawn Jones (Jere and Pam VanEtten), 
Xander Kerr (Jean Kerr), Amber, Jared and Dezsel Oliver 
(Kathy Haynie), Mike, Cindy, Johnnie, and Kelly (Ann 
Easley), Neil Sharpton (Lee Borden), Brandon Boland 
(Cathy Jones), James Wray Bush (Arnold Bush), and the 
Julian Welch family (Amanda Borden). 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; 
give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them 
the joy of your salvation. (Silence) Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will 
for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with 
all your saints in your eternal kingdom. (Silence) Lord, in your 
mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
The people may add their own petitions. 

Confession of Sin (the people stand or kneel) 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation 

_______________ 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Hymn: God Is So Good 

God is so good, God is so good. 
God is so good, He’s so good to me. 
He took my sin . . . 
Now I am free . . . 

The Presentation 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of 
glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of 
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their 
being. 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, 
and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us 
the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and 
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets 
and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the 
fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly 
chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all 
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

The people sing (found in the Hymnal at S 129) 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
The people stand or kneel 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and 
made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before 
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to 
you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we 
await the day of his coming. 
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to 
see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from 
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and 
not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the 
grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit 
in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the 
Bread. 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus 
Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from 
generation to generation. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior  
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of 
silence is kept. 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then 
immediately deliver it to the people. 
Communion Hymn: Spirit Song………………….…...SH-45 

After Communion, the people stand or kneel and the 
Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously 
accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 
grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 
Recessional Hymn (the people stand) 
All Creatures of Our God and King…………………..………...400 

Verses 1,4,5, and 7 

Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Page 1 image: “Love Thy Neighbor,” from www.faith-is.com. 

Sunday School today: Immediately following worship, we will have a special visit with health coach Patricia Jordan. 

Mission Statement: What should our mission statement be? The small group at First Thursday has suggested two options: Option 
#1: “The purpose of Episcopal Church of the Epiphany is to know Christ and make Him known.” Option #2: “The purpose of 
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany is to know Christ and make Him known to all through our open doors, open windows, and open 
hearts.” A third option is simply an incremental adjustment of our existing Mission Statement: “The mission of Episcopal Church of 
the Epiphany is to worship God, share the gospel, and carry on the work of Christ.” 
Is any of these the right choice? Is there another option we should consider? More about our mission statement on 
EpiphanyTallassee.org. 

Relay for Life Silent Auction is scheduled for Sunday, May 20 immediately following Sunday School. This is the main way we fund 
our participation each year in Relay for Life. Please bring sale items to the parish hall no later than Saturday, May 19. 

Serving at Epiphany today: 
Ushers: Al Cantrell and Laura Williams 

Altar Guild: Ann Easley and Laura Williams 
Lay Reader: Maurice McCord 

Chalice Bearer: Pam VanEtten 
Refreshments: Kathy Haynie 

Stewards: Eddie and Pam Harper 
Grounds: Maurice McCord and Lee Borden 
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