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Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 
Instructed Eucharist 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
January 8, 2012, 10:30 am 

 
 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; 
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

Psalms 29:2 

 
 

We worship during the season of Epiphany according to The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two, 
beginning on page 355 of the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer. 

 

The Word of God 

Processional Hymn (the people stand) 
Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus…………...…………..#561 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And blessed 
be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The people sing (found in the Hymnal at S 280) 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

The Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River 
Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his 
Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly 
confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

The Lessons (the people sit) 
The First Lesson –Genesis 1:1-5 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 
earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered 
the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and 
there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness. God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm – Psalm 29 

Refrain: 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, * 
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; * 
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.  
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The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders; * 
the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; * 
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;  
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.  
The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; * 
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe * 
and strips the forests bare.  
And in the temple of the LORD * 
all are crying, "Glory!"  
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; * 
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.  
The LORD shall give strength to his people; * 
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of 
peace. 
Refrain: 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

 
The Second Lesson – Acts 19:1-7 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the 
interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found 
some disciples. He said to them, "Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you became believers?" They replied, 
"No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 
Then he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" They 
answered, "Into John's baptism." Paul said, "John 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, 
that is, in Jesus." On hearing this, they were baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his 
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 
spoke in tongues and prophesied-- altogether there were 
about twelve of them. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Sequence – Mark 1:4-11 (the people 
stand) 
Hymn  – Earth Has Many a Noble City…………………...#127 

 verses 1-3 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Luke. 
Glory to You, Lord Christ. 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people 
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was 

clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, 
and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, "The one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I 
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit."  

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming 
up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, Lord Christ. 

Hymn  – Earth Has Many a Noble City…………………...#127 
verses 4-5 

The Sermon (the people sit) 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
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(+) We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

The Prayers of the People (Form III, page 387 of the Book 
of Common Prayer) 
Father, we pray for our own Episcopal Church of the 
Epiphany here in Tallassee; for Church of the Epiphany in 
Guntersville; for our companion diocese of Haiti and its 
bishop Zaché; for the Diocesan Council; for Epiphany 
Ministry to Youth Offenders;  
That we all may be one.  
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly 
serve you;  
That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
We pray for Katharine, our presiding bishop, for Kee, our 
bishop, for Arnold, our priest, and for all bishops, priests, and 
deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word 
and Sacraments.  
We pray for Barack, our President; for Robert, our governor; 
for George, our mayor; and for all who govern and hold 
authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight.  
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or 
trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress.  
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them.  
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly 
kingdom.  
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
The People may add their own petitions.  
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  

Confession of Sin (the people stand or kneel) 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the (+) power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation 

_______________ 

The Holy Communion 

The Offertory Hymn …...………...…Seek Ye First 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
And his righteousness. 
And all these things will be added unto you, 
Allelu, Alleluia. 
 
Chorus: 
Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, Allelu, Alleluia. 
 
Ask, and it shall be given unto you, 
Seek and ye shall find, 
Knock and the door will be opened unto you, 
Allelu, Alleluia. 

The Presentation 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. 
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have 
caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the 
knowledge of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
The people sing (found in the Hymnal at S 129) 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
The people stand or kneel 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
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to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all.  

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered 
himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 
whole world.  
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me."  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. (+) Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
And now, as our Savior  
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed by thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of 
silence is kept. 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then 
immediately deliver it to the people. 

After Communion, the people stand or kneel and the 
Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously 
accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 
grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Recessional Hymn (the people stand) 
Lead On O King Eternal. …………….……………….……#555 

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the 
Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
Image on page one: “Jesus Christ” by Egyptian dentist Ashraf Fekry. 

We welcome you to Epiphany as we celebrate the four acts of Jesus in the Eucharist. Jesus takes the gifts we offer 
during the Offertory, he blesses our gifts in the Great Thanksgiving, he breaks the gifts in the Breaking of the Bread, 
and he gives to us as we partake of the consecrated elements of Holy Communion. 

Serving at Epiphany this week: 

Ushers: John and Kathy Haynie 
Altar Guild: Ann Easley and Laura Williams 

Lay Reader: Debra McCord 
Chalice Bearer: Tom Bray 

Refreshments: Pam VanEtten 
Stewards: Jere and Pam VanEtten 


